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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To achieve reduction of wiring and 
miniaturization and 

cost reduction of the sensor head of a two-dimensional area 
sensor by 

decreasing the number of photoelectric sensors, etc., that 
are in use. 

SOLUTION: This area sensor is designed so that light 
projected from a 

projecting part 2 is transmitted to a receiving part 3 as 

— iJL^undergoes multiple - - ^ _^ - - 

reflections between two opposite reflectors 4, 6 that use 
one -dimensional 

prisms. If an object advances into the optical path 
leading from the 

projecting part 2 to the receiving part 3 and blocks the 



light, the advance of 

the object is detected on the basis of fluctuation of the 
signal input to the 

receiving part 3 . Only one unit having photoelectric 
sensor functions is 

enough, and miniaturization of the sensor, etc., can be 
achieved. 
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